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Everett Zimmerman praises Pride and Prejudice in the following way: “The moral concerns of this novel 

are, it must be admitted, narrower… but this very limitation leads to the happy resolution which tempts 

critics of Pride and Prejudice to compare it to a Mozart composition”. The novel has so many interesting 

components: an intriguing plot, humurous language full of irony, and many well-described characters 

with original personality traits and common flaws. Jane Austen describes the actions of the peripheral 

characters; she speaks about their peculiarities in a very amusing way, and she is very good at making 

the reader picture just how ridiculous the characters are. Pride and Prejudice tells the story of Elizabeth 

Bennet and her family in nineteenth century England. Elizabeth Bennet has four sisters, and the aim of 

their mother’s life is to marry them off, an aim which is ridiculed by the narrator throughout the story. 

Mostly, the plot follows Elizabeth Bennet and her eldest sister Jane Bennet in their pursuit of happiness. 

Jane and a wealthy man called Mr. Bingley fall in love with each other, but his family and friends believe 

that the class difference is too large, so they separate them by convincing Mr. Bingley that Jane does not 

truly love him. Meanwhile, Mr. Bingley’s friend Mr. Darcy, who immediately becomes disliked by most 

people in the neighborhood, falls in love with Elizabeth Bennet. However, she thinks that he is a very 

despicable man, partly because of his proud manners and partly because of what others have told her 

about him. She declines his offer of marriage but she later realizes that she has misjudged the character 

of Mr. Darcy, as well as the characters of others. 

The traditional view of the book is that Elizabeth Bennet stands for the prejudice in the title and that Mr. 

Darcy stands for the pride. This seems to be correct; Elizabeth judges Mr. Darcy too quickly and with too 

little information, and Mr. Darcy acts as if he were superior to the people in Hertfordshire. It is not only 

Mr Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet who show pride and prejudice, but many other characters do as well. 

Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth are the protagonists and it is therefore easy to believe that the title of the book 

concerns their flaws only, but it does in fact describe the flaws of almost all of the characters in the 

book. Even the community itself is flawed mostly by prejudice, but also by pride.  

It is widely acknowledged that the title Pride and Prejudice is connected to the behavior of the main 

characters Elizabeth Bennet and Mr Darcy. Everett Zimmerman, for example, writes in his article “Pride 

and Prejudice in Pride and Prejudice” that the title of Jane Austen’s novel refers to Mr. Darcy’s pride and 

Elizabeth Bennet’s prejudice against him. However, Elizabeth claims that she is proud; she says the 

following when Charlotte Lucas says that Mr Darcy has a right to be proud: “That is very true, and I could 

easily forgive his pride, if he had not mortified mine”.  That quote makes it clear that Elizabeth dislikes 

him mostly because he has hurt her pride, or perhaps her vanity, when he said that she was not pretty 

enough to dance with. There is only a small difference between pride and vanity, but Mary Bennet 

points out the difference: “Pride relates more to our opinion of ourselves, vanity to what we would have 

others think of us”. Elizabeth is therefore vain rather than proud. Nicholas Marsh says the following in 

his book Jane Austen: The Novels: “We can also recognise how hurtful Darcy’s original slight must have 

been, and remember the heady flattery of Wickham’s attention. So Elizabeth has been vain, and her 

vanity has contributed a great deal towards her prejudice”. So her vanity is what generates her 

prejudice. 



Her initial prejudice makes it easier for her to believe what Mr. Wickham later tells her of Mr. Darcy 

concerning their history. When Mr. Wickham has given her his side of the story she says the following: “I 

had supposed him to be despising his fellow-creatures in general, but did not suspect him of descending 

to such malicious revenge, such injustice, such inhumanity as this”. This proves that she has 

misunderstood his character to be misanthropic, and not just proud. Since she has already judged Mr 

Wickham to be amiable, and has decided that Mr. Darcy definitely is not, her faint dislike of Mr Darcy 

easily turns into a strong dislike that is bordering on hatred, and her prejudices against him are further 

encouraged. 

Elizabeth’s regard for Mr. Wickham is a different kind of prejudice than that involving the attitude 

toward Mr. Darcy; she judges his character after knowing very little of him. Since prejudices are usually 

negative opinions which are formed without enough knowledge, Elizabeth’s opinion of Mr. Wickham 

cannot be classified as a traditional prejudice, however faulty her opinion of him is. She is making a pre-

judgment, which is almost like a prejudice. She judges him to be better than he really is because she 

does not know enough about him, and she is therefore making a pre-judgment. However, it is similar to 

being prejudiced and one can say that it origins from the same state of mind or attitude. In both cases, 

opinions have been formed too quickly and with insufficient knowledge.  

However, opinions can change, and that is what Elizabeth’s opinions do. The thing which will start to 

change Elizabeth’s opinions is the fact that she receives a letter from Mr. Darcy after she has declined 

his offer of marriage. She starts to read it with a prejudiced mind, and when she has read the letter 

once, her prejudices against Mr. Darcy remain. The narrator says that “she wished to discredit it 

entirely” but Elizabeth cannot resist rereading the letter even though it upsets her very much; she 

probably reads it again because it upsets her. However, after reading it closely and contemplating Mr. 

Wickham’s and Mr. Darcy’s behavior she is forced to admit that Mr. Wickham has deceived her and 

everyone else in the neighborhood. Hence, this letter removes a great part of her prejudices, but one 

prejudice still remains: Elizabeth does not believe Mr. Darcy to be an agreeable man. When she visits 

Pemberley with her uncle and aunt she is very surprised to hear the housekeeper speak so well of him. 

However, when she sees Mr. Darcy a while later she notices that he behaves very agreeably toward her 

and her relatives. The combination of the housekeeper’s praise of Mr. Darcy and his increased civility 

make her remove her last prejudice against him. 

Elizabeth finally accepts her true feelings towards Mr. Darcy which acts as the rectification of her 

character flaw. Her strength in will and boldness make her a genuine protagonist, a true heroine of Jane 

Austen who is one the most famous and most loved one by the readers  among her creation. Thus her 

full rectification happens when she rejects Lady Catherine’s proposal of not accepting Mr. Darcy’s 

proposal of marriage by claiming that she would not promise anything that would hamper her happiness 

and she would follow her heart. She does so in the end and her unbiased nature is what that makes her 

suitable for Mr. Darcy which also wins his heart. 

Even though Elizabeth’s and Mr. Darcy’s flaws are different, their removal is a consequence of the same 

event. When Mr. Darcy proposes to Elizabeth, he is honest with her and tells her everything about his 

feelings, and Elizabeth is honest about her feelings in return. The fact that they are so honest about 



everything, such as Mr. Darcy’s opinion of her rank and Elizabeth’s reasons for turning him down, is the 

thing which triggers the change in them; they teach other that they have both thought and acted 

wrongly. Another similarity in their personal changes is that they are both angry at first after the 

proposal, and they refuse to realize that they have been wrong. However, when they have calmed down 

they are sensible enough to acknowledge that the other one was right. After Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth 

have gone through their changes, they are close to being as humble and free of prejudice. They also had 

given up their pride which led to the happy union of the two. 


