
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Introduction 

Vast majority of India’s poorest people are located in rural areas. The core problem of 

widespread poverty, growing inequality, rapid growth of population, growing and 

rising and unemployment all find their origins in the stagnation and other 

retrogression of economic life in rural areas. Most social and economic indicators 

consistently show that rural areas compare unfavourably with urban areas. It is at the 

rural level that problems of hunger, ignorance, ill-health and high mortality are most 

acute. Therefore, if development is to take place and become selfsustaining, it will 

have to be rooted in and started from the rural areas. Development of rural areas has 

been at the core of the planning process in the country. Rural development is a broad 

and inclusive term, which takes in its ambit socio-economic development of rural 

areas. The basic objectives of rural development programme have been alleviation of 

poverty and unemployment through creating basic social and economic infrastructure, 

training to rural unemployed youth and to provide employment to marginal 

farmers/labourers, so as to discourage seasonal and permanent migration to urban 

areas. Rural development also includes strengthening the democratic fabric of society 

through local level govemments/institutions as well as provide the vast rural multitude 

‘voice and choice’ apart from measures to improve rural infrastructure, improve 

income of rural households and delivery systems pertaining to education, health and 

safety net mechanisms. Poverty alleviation is a key component of rural development. 

For major part of the post independent development response, planners and policy-

makers assumed that the State would provide the lead role in formulating and 

implementing an enabling policy for poverty alleviation. As experiences accumulated 

about working of the state, a new understanding began to emerge that improvement in 

living conditions of people cannot be brought about from above by outside agency but 

by the people themselves taking ap active part in their development. It is generally 

agreed that if progress is to be achieved, it cannot be imposed from outside and must 

be based on small locally based and sustainable initiatives to effectively address 

issues of sustainability and equity. People centered and people controlled 

development has evolved as an alternative approach. 

 



 

Concept and Definition:  

Rural development is a multifaceted phenomenon. As a result, there is a host of 

definitions of which none is universally acceptable. It is, however, argued that 

regardless of the conflicting views about development, there exists a wide consensus 

that people are at the center of all development process (Okore, 1992). Thus, there has 

to be a positive and qualitative change in the economic, socio-political and cultural 

lives of the people for development to be said to have taken place. The central idea of 

development as summarized by Sen (1999), is the enhancement of individual’s 

abilities to shape their own lives. Madhu (2000) defines rural development as 

activities concerned with improvement of spatial and socio-economic environment of 

rural areas so as to enhance the ability of the individuals to cater to and sustain their 

well being. Singh (1986) says that rural development connotes over all development 

of rural areas with a view to improve the quality of life of the rural people. World 

Bank (1975) defined rural development as implying the improvement in the living 

standard of masses of low income population residing in rural areas and making the 

process of development selfsustaining. According to the Asian Centre for 

Development Administration (ACDA, 2004) “a process which leads to a continuous 

rise in the capacity of rural people to control their environment accompanied by a 

wider distribution of benefits resulting from such control is rural development” 

Indicators of Rural Development:  

Asian Centre for Development Administration identified the following indicators of rural 

development,  

• Increase in agricultural productivity,  

• Increase in rural employment,  

•  Equitable distribution of wealth and income, 

•  Fair distribution of power and influence and participation in decision making,  

• Removal of social barriers to have access to public facilities, 

•  Welfare indicators such as levels in literacy, schooling, mortality rate, life 

expectancy, rural roads, electrification and level of nutrition, and  

• Change in the values, beliefs and attitudes of people. 

 



Objectives of Rural Development:  

The specific objectives of rural development are:  

❖ Raising the standard of living of people in rural areas,  

❖  Alleviating poverty in rural areas and improving the quality of life of the people,  

❖  Development of both farming and non-farming activities so as to generate 

gainful employment,  

❖  Changing the attitudes of the rural people towards transformation of village 

community,  

❖  Provision of social infrastructure 

❖  Maximum utilization of local resources without adversely affecting the 

environment.  

United Nations (1996) made the following suggestions for the successful implementation of 

rural development programmes. 

1) Adopt institutional arrangements that promote collaboration and 

cooperation among key agencies and interests; build consensus, educate the 

public through community level campaign and mobilize local resources.  

2) Adopt the concept of “think globally, act locally”.  

3) Emphasize the role of partnership agreement - strengthening business and 

industry involvement and accountability.  

4) Promote public participation in the planning and decision-making process 

with special reference to women and community based organizations. 

5)  Facilitate information dissemination, education, etc. 


